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I must begin by thanking my colleague, Jim Kinneavy, who got
me this place on the program, provided me with everything I read
in preparing for it, and is totally innocént of any outrage I
may commit,

. To;that vindication of an innocent bystander, I mst add the -
confession that as a mathematical ignorarms I am bafrled by ﬁhe
techniﬁalities of testing., My remarks must be limited to the
subjeots I'm possibly competent to teach-~-namely, sdme’kinds of
reading and writing‘and some aspecty of English linguistics~-
and to the definition of purpoges for the tests inrquestion. ~I;
send my conécience baok to sleep with the probably delusive no-k

T 7  tion that if teachers tell them generally what to do, the pr00f~

‘5"ni fessional examiners oan handle the technif 1itiea. ~Q ff$ff¢ﬁ :3
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present to’decide whioh students will most likely get good
grades from teachers like us;-and so, indirectly, to docide
whioch gtudents should be agmitted‘to the pleag.re of our coin-
pany. Ouﬁ oolleges are thus‘kept mainly white anﬁ mi.ddle cldsa,‘
except for their athletic teams, where 1nferiofs rmust be tolo-
rated so that scouts, rec:uiters, tutors, press~agents, coaches,
kneé-surgeons, and drunken rich alumni may continue to flourish,

Admission to coliegé should noﬁ, of eougse, depend on our grad-
ing habits, but on individual and sooclal needs,kémong them the
over-riding need of education ror many more of our minority St“';
’dents‘than preséﬁtly get 1it, Initialjexamihationg'sﬁould not b6 

obstacles to admiséion but devices toyéStimate the knOwledge and

ebilities of the examined, so that enlightened deoisions may bs =
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students can imitate the essays in a casebook on KingéLear or

can utter five hundred words about nothing in a personal voice.
 We nédd to know whether they can do, or learn to do, the kinds
of reading'and writing that will help them most da studonts_in
sensible courses and as oit*zens when they've left us for what
they call "the real world,"

About the necessity of testing the abllity to read, & think
we're not 1ikely to disagree very mdch--though I kndw that dmons"

academics the most innocuous statemént mdy~bring dut‘a swarm og_, iy

bees., The ability to read means the ability to read standard
English as it is written by soientists or their secretaries as

well as by humanists. That is one reason why I have said that

§ nobody oould seriously propose that standard English should not 1

be taught at a11-—a statement whioh bidialectalists have expeuj-}jj'il“*

*f ;d1entia11y ignored. ‘;d |
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SAT verbal or gn the readinp tests of the Ameriocan Collego Tost-
ing Program (ACT). I beliove those examinaticns test reading
ébility rathe; weli. I only wish they encouraged a biﬁ more em-
phagis on distinoctions betﬁeen honest and dishonest argument,

About the need for testing the ability to write, and about
the means of testing it, we're not only likely to disggree, but
certain to. Since the bees in that hive will swarm no matter
whet I say, caution is useless, and I can now indulge myself,
happily, in-the threatened outrage.

In the writing exams that I've looked at, I have little eon-
fidénoe. The beople who make them either don't'kﬁow ahything
about writing or caﬁlt find readers whe do, and their notiqns ~
’or‘Enélish g#ammar‘and Engiisﬁ uéage are~insiéto§tlykiriQi@i;‘ 

Speoifically:

‘e Anerioan Collegs Tesbing Program lista "the basio elements |
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to detect really clear distinctions among usage, phrageol.o(y,
and siyle. In the examinution that probes the mastery of those
"basio‘elements," logié and organization together get L of 75
items; grammab‘and punctuation get 263 sentence structuref-whibh
13 oddly opposed to gbammar--gets 193 and the remaining 26 are
assigned to diotion, By its very existence the exam defines our
sub jest as nitQpioking (whioch less vesolute pickeré than I am
are now beginning to spell with initial gg-)..

Ir the AGT'de;ines our subject #s nit~-picking, the OLEE exam§
défine it ag indefinable. ;They foﬁus on such "prinéiples of
 fhetorio“‘as proor—réadiné, punotuation, the medﬁaniés of thé:
 ,reS§ar°h pgper, and transformationai;sehtenoeecqﬁbinihg;: They;J
: 1ogk"kas '1‘1‘;; Miss FLdditoh had made them in a St'a'cke’k,or hgspépig., .

- But the big bull of the Woods anong the exams in English is
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and classifying presumed miastakes and reviaing isolated sone-
tences. It invites students and teachers to concentrate on mul-
tiple negation, the case of pronouns, the agreement of pronouns
with antecedents and of #erbs wiyh subjecte, the choice of con-
Junctions, the use of quantifiers withhcountable and uncountable
noune, the forms of foreign-learned plurals, the sequence of
tenses, devices for avoiding the passive voice, words esasily
confused by adept confusers, illogioal comparisons, gd,‘]ec‘tivesé
faking as adverbs, fractured parallelism, the public exhibition
of indecent danglefs.v Since I once demonstrated, in rude print,
that bidialectalists are indictable for most of those orfehsee,
eand since in the recent pagt oupr pvofeseion piumped for bidia-‘

e‘lectaiism, ) em gmused'by the pepularityfof,the'ECT._ Te me it

o seems to have been made by a whole coVen of Fidditohes, conjur-“'

”{f,ing with t'*e, rir’”“"eaition of the Harbrace Handbbok and the pubs.
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SAf in a two-year expsriment. I doubt that grammatical poli~-
tesse defines scholastio aptitude.

My ocomplacence, howe#er, is fragile. The Cvllege Ehfrance
people sa&their exal.s reflect what teachers tedclfand wﬁat
teachers nan grade. When the ECT was an essay examination,
the graders couldr't agres very well in identifying good, bad,
and middling papers; but’objective questions and 1nter1inear"
editing are véry good predicturs of grades in college, where
y‘interlinear:ediéing and objective questions must bq,big‘deéls.
The answer hurts because it is true--and m;y the L§rd blot‘out
our ihiqﬁities and rénew a rightkSpirit ﬁithin usi

What Shalljwe do about 1t besideé'mak;ng praygrful speecheé?‘

- If we dgn;b 1ike wbat we sée inkour mithr, we mu&h»ﬁééh‘our‘:
| faoon. U miat loarn somsthing sarions sbout shetordo as dtte

1guages operate not just to preserve
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--and brutally--to keep all us dogs in our proper places, upper
or under; and we muat learn to grade our students' papers by
their content, their organization, and the c¢lear and expressive
uge of the students' language, whether standard or not.,

When we have learned those things, or started to learn them,
we will have firm ground to stand on a&s we question the ECT and
its congeners. There is no reason to’be impressed by the fact
that an examination successfully predicts the grades which
teachers like us now give. That may be one of its faults. It
is another fault if the examinatioﬁ tells hundreds of thousands

of students every year that the discipline of English is studious

concentration on 1ne§sentials.‘ Before I die, I'd 1ike a 1ittle
| freddom rrdm'that_discipiine.k‘An éxaminapion_on composition :
should require a composition.

Ve should also remembor--not as a deterrent, but as & chal-
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aminations, Achievement appraisal in Texas has shown that the
higher tho socloeconomic status of the pupils' families, the
higher the pupils' scores on the AGT; but Anglo seniors from the
lowest socioeconomio groﬁp made mean Qcores higher than those
made by seniors from the hishest sooioeconomio group among the
ethnic minorities. Upward mobility on the scale of status does
not bring freedom; for a child, the world's contempt turns easily
into self-contempt. In a fit of unwontéd self-#wareness,I wiil
leavé,itkto your sanOtimony and not mine to drgw,the;appboﬁriaﬁe
conclusionn; |

-sJamos‘Sledd

fﬁ~The University of Texas at Austin
! Aprid 3, 197 |




